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Useful information 
  

Thank you for enquiring about booking an author visit with me.  Author visits have been shown to 

 

 improve literacy; 

 encourage reading for pleasure; 

 inspire reluctant readers; 

 enthuse pupils in their own writing; 

 give confidence; 

 broaden knowledge of literature; 

 provide an opportunity for children to ask questions.  (Society of Authors) 

 

Plus the author enjoys them too! 

 

This pack should contain all the information you need, but if you have any questions please don’t 

hesitate to ask.  The planning form gives you an idea of how to structure the visit.  You can choose 

from any of the talks and workshops listed, or you can mix and match any of the content as you 

please.  It’s your visit for your school, so do let me know if there’s anything different you’d like me 

to cover. 

 

In addition to the sessions, there’s lots you can do to support the day.  Here are some ideas. 

 

 Read the books to your class in advance so they can get excited about meeting the author. 

 Discuss the questions they might like to ask. 

 Have a creative writing competition. 

 Make displays of creative writing, book reviews, or book covers. 

 Use the suggested craft activities. 

 

Read the Society of Authors’ Guide For Schools Organising an Author Visit for more information.  

 

Parents/carers will have the opportunity to buy signed copies in advance at a special discount price.  

I’ll also bring some copies to sell on the day. 

 

Payment is £300 per day (£150 per half day) plus travel at 45p a mile, to be paid on the day.  The 

price includes a set of my books for your school library.  I am DBS checked and have Public Liability 

Insurance.  I am a member of the Society of Authors. 

 

Cancellation policy: The author must be paid in full if the event is cancelled within six weeks of the 

event date, including reimbursing any travel or accommodation already booked which cannot be 

cancelled.  In the unlikely event that the author has to cancel due to weather or illness, no fee will be 

charged and a new date will be mutually agreed. 

  

https://societyofauthors.org/SOA/MediaLibrary/SOAWebsite/Guides/A-Guide-for-Schools-Organising-an-Author-Visit.pdf


Books, themes and activities 

PENPALS ON PLUTO SERIES (illustrated fiction 
age 7+) 
 
Jon’s teacher wants to keep the art of letter writing 
alive, but Jon’s penpal is from Pluto, the most boring, 
smelliest and far away place in the whole solar system!  
A hilarious story of friendship, annoying teachers, 
planet saving and, of course, letter writing! 

“We need more books like Letter to Pluto that not only 
encourage children to read in the first place, but also 
light the spark that makes them want to read more. 
Priceless."  Books-A-Go-Go 
 
Letter to Pluto is a Summer Reading Challenge 
recommended read 2019 
 
THEMES: solar system, space travel, futurology, letter 
writing, ecology 

ACTIVITIES: design your own planet, make a rocket, 
send a postcard or letter to an alien and swap to get a 
reply! 

   
 

 

  
TURNS OUT I’M AN ALIEN (novel age 8-12) 

 

Jasper’s life is as normal as can be until he discovers his 
foster parents have been withholding a massive secret from 
him: he’s actually an alien.  Suddenly he’s launched into a 
crazy outer space adventure with his foster sister, Holly, but 
the evil Andromedan emperor is closing in.  Can Jasper 
liberate his home planet, the Milky Way and save his parents 
before the emperor gets there first? 
 
“A stupendously silly intergalactic adventure that’s perfect for 

fans of David Walliams.”  Madge Eekal Reviews 

 
THEMES:  family, identity, space, aliens, acceptance 
 
ACTIVITIES: write a story where the central character finds 
out something about themselves using first person viewpoint, 
write a diary entry about visiting a different planet 
 

 
 

 

  



Planning form 
lou.treleaven@sky.com 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SHEET AND RETURN TO ME BY EMAIL AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE VISIT 

 

School  
 

Date  

Arrival time  
 

Contact on day  

Parking arrangements 
 

 

 

Session Time Type (choose option from 
sheet or mix and match) 

Age 
group 

Number of 
children 
(roughly) 

Venue eg 
hall, 
classroom 

Equipment 
available eg 
projector, flip 
chart 

1   
 
 

    

2   
 
 

    

3   
 
 

    

4   
 
 

    

5   
 
 

    

6   
 
 

    

   
 
 

    

   
 
 

    

End of school 
day 

Book sale – a chance to buy signed copies at a special discount (optional) 
 
 

 

  



Ideas for session options 
 

KEY STAGE 2 

Session Length Suitable 
for 

Content Equipment 
needed 

Letter to Pluto 
reading and Q&A 

30 mins Lower 
KS2 
assembly 
or class 

I introduce the books and read a lively 
extract, followed by question and 
answer session. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Letter to Pluto 
reading and 
creative writing  
(Penpals on Pluto 
series) 

60 mins Lower 
KS2  
class 

I read an extract from the story, then 
show the children some letters from 
aliens and we write replies to them!   

Projector or 
can be read, 
craft 
materials 

Plot creation 
workshop 

45-60 
mins 

Lower 
KS2 class 
or small 
group 

We discuss the elements of a story and 
use dice to generate random characters 
and events to develop into stories. 

Writing and 
drawing 
materials 

Interactive talk – 
Journey of a Book 

30 mins KS2 
assembly 
or class 

Ever wondered how a book gets 
published?  See the journey from idea 
to book, including all the different jobs 
involved (volunteers required!).  

Projector if 
possible 

Turns Out I’m An 
Alien reading and 
Q&A 

30 mins Upper 
KS2 
assembly 
or class 

I read an extract and answer questions 
about writing and the life of an author. 

Writing 
materials 

Turns Out I’m An 
Alien reading and 
creative writing 

60 mins Upper 
KS2 class 

I read an extract and we talk about 
writing from the first person viewpoint, 
inspiring own stories where the main 
character finds out something unusual 
about themselves. 

Writing 
materials 

Make Your 
Writing More 
Exciting 

60 mins Upper 
KS2 class 
or group 

Using elements of the plot creation 
workshop, this is a more detailed look 
at how to make your writing fizz and 
sizzle on the page. 

Writing 
materials 

 

  



Children’s author Lou Treleaven is visiting our school! 
 

To order a signed book at a special price of £5, please return this order form to school with your 

payment by ______________________ (cheques payable to L Treleaven) 

Or order and pay online at https://loutreleaven.com/books/order-form/ 

 
 

LETTER TO PLUTO (PENPALS ON PLUTO 1) 
(illustrated fiction age 6-10) 
 Jon’s teacher wants him to write to a girl on Pluto – 
can Jon and Straxi make friends and save the most 
unpopular planet in the solar system? 
“We need more books like Letter to Pluto that not only 
encourage children to read in the first place, but also 
light the spark that makes them want to read more. 
Priceless.”  Books-A-Go-Go  RRP £5.99 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOMEWORK ON PLUTO (PENPALS ON PLUTO 2) 
(illustrated fiction age 6-10) 
Jon’s been rewarded with a holiday on Pluto – but 
things don’t go smoothly when little sis is kidnapped 
by blue-headed skwitches! 
 “I really enjoy the originality of this series, the use of 
letters, posters and actual homework to tell the story 
is really engaging and different.”  Booklover Jo 
RRP £5.99 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TEACHERS ON PLUTO (PENPALS ON PLUTO 3) 
(illustrated fiction age 6-10) 
There’s a giant mutated snargler on the loose – and 
worse than that, Jon’s teacher has taken over as 
President of Pluto! 
Fun and engaging with a silliness that children will 
love.”  What’s Good To Read 
RRP £6.99 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TURNS OUT I’M AN ALIEN   
(novel age 8-12) 
Join Jasper and his foster sister Holly on a hilarious 
journey through space as Jasper discovers his alien 
roots and his unusual superpower… it has something 
to do with slugs!    
(Summer Reading Challenge choice 2019)   
RRP £6.99 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child’s name 
 
 

Class 
 

Total 
 

  

https://loutreleaven.com/books/order-form/
http://www.booksagogogogogo.com/letter-pluto-lou-treleaven/


  



 



  



 



 


