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Useful information 
  

Thank you for enquiring about booking an author visit with me.  Author visits have been shown to 

 

 improve literacy; 

 encourage reading for pleasure; 

 inspire reluctant readers; 

 enthuse pupils in their own writing; 

 give confidence; 

 broaden knowledge of literature; 

 provide an opportunity for children to ask questions.  (Society of Authors) 

 

Plus the author enjoys them too! 

 

This pack should contain all the information you need, but if you have any questions please don’t 

hesitate to ask.  The planning form gives you an idea of how to structure the visit.  You can choose 

from any of the talks and workshops listed, or you can mix and match any of the content as you 

please.  It’s your visit for your school, so do let me know if there’s anything different you’d like me 

to cover. 

 

In addition to the sessions, there’s lots you can do to support the day.  Here are some ideas. 

 

 Read the books to your class in advance so they can get excited about meeting the author. 

 Discuss the questions they might like to ask. 

 Have a creative writing competition. 

 Make displays of creative writing, book reviews, or book covers. 

 Use the suggested craft activities. 

 

Read the Society of Authors’ Guide For Schools Organising an Author Visit for more information.  

 

Parents/carers will have the opportunity to buy signed copies in advance at a special discount price.  

I’ll also bring some copies to sell on the day. 

 

Payment is £300 per day (£150 per half day) plus travel at 45p a mile, to be paid on the day.  The 

price includes a set of my books for your school library.  I am DBS checked and have Public Liability 

Insurance.  I am a member of the Society of Authors. 

 

Cancellation policy: The author must be paid in full if the event is cancelled within six weeks of the 

event date, including reimbursing any travel or accommodation already booked which cannot be 

cancelled.  In the unlikely event that the author has to cancel due to weather or illness, no fee will be 

charged and a new date will be mutually agreed. 

  

https://societyofauthors.org/SOA/MediaLibrary/SOAWebsite/Guides/A-Guide-for-Schools-Organising-an-Author-Visit.pdf


Books, themes and activities 

PENPALS ON PLUTO SERIES (illustrated fiction 
age 7+) 
 
Jon’s teacher wants to keep the art of letter writing 
alive, but Jon’s penpal is from Pluto, the most boring, 
smelliest and far away place in the whole solar system!  
A hilarious story of friendship, annoying teachers, 
planet saving and, of course, letter writing! 

“We need more books like Letter to Pluto that not only 
encourage children to read in the first place, but also 
light the spark that makes them want to read more. 
Priceless."  Books-A-Go-Go 
 
Letter to Pluto is a Summer Reading Challenge 
recommended read 2019 
 
THEMES: solar system, space travel, futurology, letter 
writing, ecology 

ACTIVITIES: design your own planet, make a rocket, 
send a postcard or letter to an alien and swap to get a 
reply! 

   
 

 

 
THE SNOWFLAKE MISTAKE (picture book age 0-7) 
 
When the Snow Queen leaves Princess Ellie in charge of the 
Snow Machine everything goes wrong and Ellie must make less 
than perfect snowflakes. This modern fairy tale touches on the 
relationship between a busy working mum and her creative, fun-
loving daughter.  Read by Suranne Jones on CBeebies 
Bedtime. 

"The Snowflake Mistake has all the ingredients of a traditional 
classic with a delicious modern twist."  Lancashire Evening Post 
 
THEMES: weather, snowflakes, symmetry, creative problem 
solving 

ACTIVITIES: make a weather spinner, fold paper to make a cut 
out snowflake, design a snowflake machine, write a snowflake 
poem. 

 

 



 

THE SNUGGLEWUMP  (picture book age 0-7) 
 
Molly’s toys are arguing one day about which of them is loved 
best. They forget about Molly’s comforter, the Snugglewump, 
who goes on a journey and discovers you don’t need bells and 
whistles to be loved.  A beautiful and emotional tale about a 
child’s most loved toy. 

 “This is great fun to share with young listeners either at home or 
in an early years setting.”  Red Reading Hub 

THEMES: friendship, empathy, inclusiveness, acceptance 

ACTIVITIES: discuss and then write about what a friend is, make 
a snugglewump collage, write a poem or song about friendship 

DADDY AND I (picture book age 0-7) 

 
Saturday’s Daddy day, just for us two.  A touching, lyrical story 
about a walk taken by a child and her father… with adventure 
round every bend in the lane. 
 
“Each double page brings a new adventure and the author has 
done a wonderful job.”  Books for Bairns 
 
THEMES: fatherhood, exploration, imagination, journeys 
 
ACTIVITIES: make a paper aeroplane and  have a race, , draw 
a map of the walk, draw the shapes in the clouds, make a mini 
book of a walk or journey 

 

 

 
 

NOT YET A YETI  (picture book age 0-7) 

 

Everybody in George’s family is a Yeti.  But George doesn’t 
fancy chasing ramblers or luring stray hikers to their doom. 
Perhaps he has something else in mind?  A new book about 
being yourself, whoever that might be. 
 
“A perfect story to teach children that having your own mind, 

thoughts, being different and going your own way is not a bad 

thing.”  What’s Good to Read 

 
THEMES:  identity, acceptance, family, myths and legends 
 
ACTIVITIES: make a Yeti collage, make a monster character 
 

  

  



 
 
 

THE PIRATE WHO LOST HIS NAME (picture book age 0-7) 

 

There was once a pirate. A very piratey pirate. He had 
everything a pirate was supposed to have. The only thing he 
didn’t have was a name. He’d forgotten it!  A new book with a 
hilarious cast of pirates and a parrot that no one will listen to.  
Squawk! 
 
“I’ve read this book so many times now, and it still makes me 

chuckle and smile.”  The Merry Bookworm 

 
THEMES:  adventure, pirates, friendship, humour 

ACTIVITIES: design a pirate character, make a pirate map 

 
TURNS OUT I’M AN ALIEN (novel age 8-12) 

 

Jasper’s life is as normal as can be until he discovers his 
foster parents have been withholding a massive secret from 
him: he’s actually an alien.  Suddenly he’s launched into a 
crazy outer space adventure with his foster sister, Holly, but 
the evil Andromedan emperor is closing in.  Can Jasper 
liberate his home planet, the Milky Way and save his parents 
before the emperor gets there first? 
 
“A stupendously silly intergalactic adventure that’s perfect for 

fans of David Walliams.”  Madge Eekal Reviews 

 
THEMES:  family, identity, space, aliens, acceptance 
 
ACTIVITIES: write a story where the central character finds 
out something about themselves using first person viewpoint, 
write a diary entry about visiting a different planet 
 

 
 

 

 

         
 

       

 

I also write early readers for 
Maverick’s reading scheme. 

 



Planning form 
lou.treleaven@sky.com 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SHEET AND RETURN TO ME BY EMAIL AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE VISIT 

 

School  
 

Date  

Arrival time  
 

Contact on day  

Parking arrangements 
 

 

 

Session Time Type (choose option from 
sheet or mix and match) 

Age 
group 

Number of 
children 
(roughly) 

Venue eg 
hall, 
classroom 

Equipment 
available eg 
projector, flip 
chart 

1   
 
 

    

2   
 
 

    

3   
 
 

    

4   
 
 

    

5   
 
 

    

6   
 
 

    

   
 
 

    

   
 
 

    

End of school 
day 

Book sale – a chance to buy signed copies at a special discount (optional) 
 
 

 

  



Ideas for session options 
 

EARLY YEARS/KEY STAGE 1 

Session Length Suitable for Content Equipment 
needed 

Story reading 
(choose 2 
picture books) 

30 mins EY/KS1 
assembly or 
class 

Story reading with fun props, plus 
question time. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Story reading 
 and activity 

45-60 
mins 

EY/KS1 class As above plus craft activity or creative 
writing (see book list).  Please supply 
your own materials. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book, 
craft supplies 

Story time 
 

60 mins EY/KS1 
assembly or 
class 

A full hour of stories, with props, 
puppets and a few surprises! 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Character 
creation  

45-60 
mins 

KS1 class I read The Pirate Who Lost His Name, 
we discuss characters and create our 
own pirate characters – aaarrrgh! 

Drawing 
materials 

Live poetry 
creation 

30 mins KS1 class This works best with The Snowflake 
Mistake or The Snugglewump.  I read 
the story, we brainstorm some words 
and phrases and create our own poem 
on the spot – with actions! 

Flip chart 

 

KEY STAGE 2 

Session Length Suitable 
for 

Content Equipment 
needed 

Letter to Pluto 
reading and Q&A 

30 mins Lower 
KS2 
assembly 
or class 

I introduce the books and read a lively 
extract, followed by question and 
answer session. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Letter to Pluto 
reading and 
creative writing  
(Penpals on Pluto 
series) 

60 mins Lower 
KS2  
class 

I read an extract from the story, then 
show the children some letters from 
aliens and we write replies to them!  
For younger classes, postcards work 
well instead of letters. 

Projector or 
can be read, 
craft 
materials 

Plot creation 
workshop 

45-60 
mins 

Lower 
KS2 class 
or small 
group 

We discuss the elements of a story and 
use dice to generate random characters 
and events to develop into stories. 

Writing and 
drawing 
materials 

Interactive talk – 
Journey of a Book 

30 mins KS2 
assembly 
or class 

Ever wondered how a book gets 
published?  See the journey from idea 
to book, including all the different jobs 
involved (volunteers required!).  

Projector if 
possible 

Turns Out I’m An 
Alien reading and 
Q&A 

30 mins Upper 
KS2 
assembly 
or class 

I read an extract and answer questions 
about writing and the life of an author. 

Writing 
materials 

  



Turns Out I’m An 
Alien reading and 
creative writing 

60 mins Upper 
KS2 class 

I read an extract and we talk about 
writing from the first person viewpoint, 
inspiring own stories where the main 
character finds out something unusual 
about themselves. 

Writing 
materials 

Make Your 
Writing More 
Exciting 

60 mins Upper 
KS2 class 
or group 

Using elements of the plot creation 
workshop, this is a more detailed look 
at how to make your writing fizz and 
sizzle on the page. 

Writing 
materials 

 

Ideas for themed days 
 

SCIENCE DAY 
 

If you would like your author visit to have a science theme, several of my books fit really well into 

this category.  Why not do as one school did and dress up as scientists, make your own inventions 

and have a science fair at the end of the day to show them off? 

 

SAMPLE DAY 

Assembly – introduction and story 

Visit Nursery and Early Years classes to read Not Yet a Yeti, talk about weather and make snowy 

pictures. 

Visit Y1 and Y2 to read The Snowflake Mistake, talk about symmetry and make snowflakes. 

Visit Y3 and Y4 to read Penpals on Pluto series, talk about the solar system and design own planet. 

Visit Y5 and Y6 classes to read Turns Out I’m an Alien, talk about space travel and make a tourist 

leaflet for a planet. 

Book sale and display of work. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING DAY  

 
A day centred around creative writing is lots of fun and fits well into National Storytelling Week 
(January) or World Book Day (March).  Why not have a writing competition judged by your visiting 
author? 
 
SAMPLE DAY 
Assembly – how everyone can create stories, plus set the writing competition. 
Visit Nursery and Reception to read the Snugglewump.  Talk about what makes a friend and use this 
to make a group poem or song together. 
Visit Year 1 to read Not Yet a Yeti.  Learn the yeti poem.  Draw a picture of what animal you would 
like to be and discuss them. 
Visit Y2 to read The Snowflake Mistake.  Brainstorm describing words for snow and write a poem on 
to a snowflake shape. 
Visit Y3 and Y4 to read Letter to Pluto.  Write a postcard to an alien and post it in the alien postbox. 
Visit Y5 and Y6 for a Make Your Writing More Exciting workshop or creative writing in the first 
person based around Turns Out I’m an Alien. 
Book sale. 
After visit - writing competition judged and certificates and prizes awarded by author.  



Children’s author Lou Treleaven is visiting our school! 
To order a signed book at a special price of £5, please return this order form to school with your 

payment by ______________________ (cheques payable to L Treleaven) 

Or order and pay online at https://loutreleaven.com/books/order-form/ 

     

PENPALS ON PLUTO series 
(junior fiction age 6+) 
1 - LETTER TO PLUTO 
2 - HOMEWORK ON PLUTO 
3 - TEACHERS ON PLUTO 
Please tick box 

Price 
£5 each 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 

 “I really enjoy the originality of this series, the use of letters, posters and actual homework to tell the 
story is really engaging and different.”  Booklover Jo 

 

THE SNOWFLAKE MISTAKE (picture book age 0-7) 
When the Snow Queen leaves Princess Ellie in charge 
of the Snow Machine everything goes wrong!  As seen 
on CBeebies Bedtime Story.  RRP £6.99 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 

 

THE SNUGGLEWUMP  (picture book age 0-7) 
Molly’s toys are arguing about which of them is loved 
best. Meanwhile her comforter, the Snugglewump, 
runs away…    RRP £6.99 
“Great fun to share with young listeners.”  RR Hub 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 

 

DADDY AND I (picture book age 0-7) 
Saturday’s Daddy day, just for us two, with adventure 
round every bend in the lane.  RRP £7.99 
“The author has done a wonderful job.”  Books for 
Bairns 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 

 

NOT YET A YETI  (picture book age 0-7) 
Everybody in George’s family is a Yeti, but George is 
different.   RRP £7.99 
“A perfect story to teach children that going your own 
way is not a bad thing.”  What’s Good To Read 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 

 

THE PIRATE WHO LOST HIS NAME  (pic book age 0-7) 
A quest to find a forgetful pirate’s name, full of 
piratey parrots and parroty pirates!  RRP £7.99 
“Lots of fun with illustrations that make the 
characters leap off the pages!”  Library Girl 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 
 

 

TURNS OUT I’M AN ALIEN  (novel age 8-12) 
Join Jasper and his foster sister Holly on a hilarious 
journey through space as Jasper discovers his alien 
roots and his unusual superpower… it has something 
to do with slugs!   (Summer Reading Challenge choice 
2019)  RRP £6.99 

Price 

£5 

Quantity Total 

Inscribe to 
 

Child’s name 
 

Class 
 

Total 
 

https://loutreleaven.com/books/order-form/




  



 
  



 

Make a Yeti collage 

 

 

  



  



 



  



 



 


