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Thank you for enquiring about booking an author visit with me.  Author visits have been shown to 

 improve literacy; 

 encourage reading for pleasure; 

 inspire reluctant readers; 

 enthuse pupils in their own writing; 

 give confidence; 

 broaden knowledge of literature; 

 provide an opportunity for children to ask questions.  (Society of Authors) 

Plus the author enjoys them too! 

 

This pack should contain all the information you need, but if you have any questions please don’t 

hesitate to ask.  The planning form gives you an idea of how to structure the visit.  You can choose 

from any of the talks and workshops listed, or you can mix and match any of the content as you 

please.  It’s your visit for your school, so do let me know if there’s anything different you’d like me 

to cover. 

 

In addition to the sessions, there’s lots you can do to support the day.  One school I visited held a 

crazy scientist day where everyone dressed up in lab coats and made inventions from recycled 

materials for their own science fair!  Here’s some other activities you could do: 

 

 Read the books to your class in advance so they can get excited about meeting the author! 

 Discuss the questions they might like to ask. 

 Have a creative writing competition. 

 Make displays of creative writing, book reviews, or book covers. 

 Use the suggested craft activities. 

 

Parents/carers will have the opportunity to buy signed copies in advance at a special price.  I’ll also 

bring some copies to sell on the day. 

 

Payment is £200 per day (£100 per half day) plus travel at 45p a mile, to be paid on the day.  If the 

visit has to be cancelled by either party then I will endeavour to rebook it; if not then no charge will 

be made. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you! 



 

World Book Day Author Visit 

PROFESSOR MCQUARK AND THE OOJAMAFLIP 

(age 0-7) 

One day a fantastic idea pops into Professor McQuark’s head 

to create an ‘Oojamaflip’ but what is one and will it win her 

first prize at the town science fair?  A fast-paced, rhyming tale 

superbly written by Lou Treleaven and illustrated by award-

winning artist Julia Patton. 

"A wonderfully motivational and positive role model for young 

girls... sure to become a cherished favourite for years to 

come, encouraging a new generation of inventors."  Armadillo 

Magazine  

Selected for the Big Friendly Read 2016 

LETTER TO PLUTO (age 6+) 

Jon’s teacher wants to keep the art of letter writing alive, and starts 

an interstellar penpal programme. Jon is not impressed especially as 

his penpal, Straxi, is from Pluto, the most boring, smelliest and far 

away place in the whole solar system. And if that wasn’t bad enough, 

she’s a girl!  A hilarious story of friendship, annoying teachers, planet 

saving and, of course, letter writing! 

“We need more books like Letter to Pluto that not only encourage 

children to read in the first place, but also light the spark that makes 

them want to read more. Priceless."  Books-A-Go-Go 

THE SNOWFLAKE MISTAKE (age 0-7) 

In a palace high above the clouds, a magical machine chugs and 

churns, making beautiful, identical snowflakes. When the Snow Queen 

leaves Princess Ellie in charge everything goes wrong and Ellie must 

make less than perfect snowflakes. But there is beauty in their 

uniqueness.  A magical story, written in rhyme, ideal for Christmas and 

winter. This modern fairy tale touches on the relationship between a 

busy working mum and her creative, fun-loving daughter. 

"The Snowflake Mistake has all the ingredients of a traditional classic 

with a delicious modern twist."  Lancashire Evening Post  
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PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SHEET AND RETURN TO ME BY EMAIL AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE VISIT 

 

School  
 

Date  

Arrival time  
 

Contact on day  

 

Session Time Type (choose option from 
sheet or mix and match) 

Age 
group 

Number of 
children 
(roughly) 

Venue eg 
hall, 
classroom 

Equipment 
available eg 
projector, flip 
chart 

1   
 
 

    

2   
 
 

    

3   
 
 

    

4   
 
 

    

5   
 
 

    

6   
 
 

    

   
 
 

    

   
 
 

    

 End of 
school 
day 

Book sale 
 
 



 

EARLY YEARS/KEY STAGE 1 

 

Session Length Suitable 
for 

Content Equipment 
needed 

Story reading 
(choose from 
Snowflake Mistake 
or Professor 
McQuark) 

30 mins EY/KS1 
assembly 
or class 

The children help me look into my 
ideas sack to find props for the story.  
I read the story and they help with 
some sound effects!  At the end there 
is an opportunity to ask questions. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Story and activity 45-60 
mins 

EY/KS1 
class 

As above plus craft activity (see 
below) 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book, 
craft 
materials 

Story time 
(Snowflake Mistake 
and Professor 
McQuark) 

45-60 
mins 

EY/KS1 
assembly 
or class 

The children help me look into my 
ideas sack to find props for the 
stories.  I read the stories and they 
help with some sound effects!  At the 
end there is an opportunity to ask 
questions. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

 

 

CRAFT ACTIVITY IDEAS 

 

The Snowflake Mistake Professor McQuark and the Oojamaflip 

Use cotton wool to make a snowy picture 
Make a spinner that points to the season 

Draw and label your own invention 
Make a crazy vehicle from recycled materials 
Make your own invention from recycled 
materials 
Design a crazy scientist 

 

  



 

KEY STAGE 2 

 

Session Length Suitable 
for 

Content Equipment 
needed 

Story reading 
(Professor 
McQuark) 

30 mins Years 3-4 
assembly 
or class 

The children help me look into my ideas 
sack to find props for the story.  I read 
the story and they help with some 
sound effects!  At the end there is an 
opportunity to ask questions. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Story and activity 45-60 
mins 

Years 3-4 
class 

As above plus craft activity (see KS1). Projector or 
can be read 
from book, 
craft 
materials 

Story reading 
(Letter to Pluto) 

30 mins KS2 
assembly 
or class 

I introduce the book and read an 
extract, followed by question and 
answer session. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book 

Story and activity  
(Letter to Pluto) 

45-60 
mins 

KS2  
class 

Story reading, discussion, q and a, plus 
activity eg write a letter to someone on 
a different planet, draw and label your 
own planet, write a letter from one of 
the other characters in the story. 

Projector or 
can be read 
from book, 
craft 
materials 

Interactive talk – 
Journey of a Book 

30 mins KS2 
assembly 
or class 

Ever wondered how a book gets 
published?  This presentation shows the 
journey from idea to published book, 
including all the different jobs involved 
(volunteers required!).  Followed by q 
and a. 

Projector 

Story reading 
plus Journey of a 
Book 

60 mins KS2 
assembly 
or class 

Extract from the book followed by 
interactive talk on the journey of a book 
(see above). 

Projector 

Character 
creation 
workshop 

45-60 
mins 

KS2 
small 
group 

We talk about why characters are 
important in books and create our own 
using the heads, bodies and legs game!  
We develop these into characters that 
could be used in a story. 

Writing and 
drawing 
materials 

Plot creation 
workshop 

45-60 
mins 

KS2 
small 
group 

We discuss the elements of a story and 
use dice to generate random characters 
and events.  We create our own dice 
sheets and use them to create plots 
which can be developed into stories. 

Writing and 
drawing 
materials 

 


